
ENGINE KILLS TWO
1DJW THREt

Car Cleaners, on Their Way to
Work, Run Down Near

Mott Haven.

The Accident Happened in the "Cut,"
and the Victims Were Tossed

Like Chips.
A "LIGHT" LOCOMOTIVE CAUSED IT.

Four Women arid One Man Struck.Two
of the Former Killed Outright.

A Pitiful Scene.Engineer
Couldn't Stop.

Four women and one man employed as

car cleaners while walking with other
workmen on the track through the cut at
One Hundred and Forty-third street and
Park avenue, about seven o'clock yesterday
morning, were run down without warning
by a light engine of the Harlem division.
One of the women was instantly killed.

The other died a few minutes later. Their
two female companions are not expected to
survive. The man, though severely in¬
jured, will probably recover.
The spot where the accident occurred is

a short distance from the Mott Haven
Depot. The unfortunates were employes of
the New York Central, the Wagner Palace
Car Company and the New York, New

rate of twenty-five miles an hour. The
light engine was In charge of Engineei
Charles D. Birr and Fireman Frank
Stevens, and was bound for the company's
yards at One Hundred and Sixtieth street
to bring back a train to the Grand Cen¬
tral Depot.
Neither Birr nor Stevens saw the car

cleaners, they state, until they had rounded
the curve, and the terrible situation
dawned on them Immediately.
"My God, I can't stop her in time!"

groaned Birr, as he quickly pulled the
reverse lever as far back as it would go.
He was right, for he was too near the
human obstructions on the track. The
next instant the several bodies were tossed
in the air like chips, followed by the
agonizing shrieks of the wounded and
the wails of despair of the more fortunate
ones.
The wheels passed over no one but Mag¬

gie Tracy, whose foot was cut clean off,
and was afterward found fifty feet furthei
up the track, where it had been carried or
thrown by the momentum of the engine.
In the meantime Michael Mahoney, a car

cleaner, who escaped, ran back to the Mott
Haven depot and notified Agent E. H.
Sturges of the accident. Sturges tele¬
graphed word north and south to have all
trains stopped, and with all the available
men ran up to the tracks and began re¬

moving the bodies to the ditch In the bank.
Policeman Griflln, of the Morrisanla Sta¬
tion, had already been called from his post
on Mott avenue, and In a few moments Dr.
Opdyke arrived from the Harlem Hospital.
Mrs. Becker had been cut in two, and her
body was left 011 the bank.

WOONDED CARED FOR.
The wounds of the others were temporari¬

ly dressed, and they were placed In the
baggage car of a southbound local train
which had been flagged, and were taken
to Mott Haven Station. Another ambulance
had been called by Roundsman Langdon
and the injured were hurried to Harlem
Hospital.

Birr, on stopping his engine, ran back to
the scene of the accident, and after a few
moments reversed and ran swiftly to the
roundhouse.
John Kennedy, another cleaner, In telling

his story of the accident, said:
"I did not see nor hear the engine. All I

know is that somebody yelled and I Jumped.
When I got up I heard the women groaning
and tried to help them. Suddenly Yender
screamed: 'For God's sake, take me off!

M'LAUGHLIN'S TURN NOW.

Through His Counsel, Colonel James, He
Inveighs Against the Conditions

That Attended His Trial.

Colonel Edward C. James argued for fifty
minutes In the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court, before Chief Justice Van
Brunt and his colleagues, yesterday after¬
noon In an appeal of his client, ex-Inspector
W. W. McLaughlin, from the decision of
Justice Ingraham, refusing a change of
venue in his second trial on the charge of
extortion. McLaughlin was convicted be¬
fore Justice Barrett on complaint of F. W.
Seagrist, a builder, after a previous jury
had disagreed, on May 11. An appeal from
thlB conviction is now pending. Colonel
James made an arduous attempt to have
both appeals heard at the same time, but
was unsuccessful.
In opening his argument yesterday Col¬

onel James said: "As early as the year
1892 accusations were made by a certain
society against Individuals of the Police
Department. The result was the formation
of the Senatorial Lexow committee. That
cominltee conducted an ex parte examina¬
tion. It obtained testimony of a sensa¬

tional character, which was published in
ten thousand places in the country. It took
on such a form as to make the basis for po¬
litical campaigns. It resulted later on in the
election to a high judicial position of the
individual who had conducted the examina¬
tion of those persons brought as witnesses
before the committee.

REMARKABLE PROCEEDINGS.
"After January 1 of the succeeding year

an extraordinary Grand Jury was impan¬
elled, which sat through January, February
and March, and an Indictment on five
counts was found against the defendant
in this action.
"The jury disagreed on May 11, and then

there followed the most remarkable pro¬
ceedings ever witnessed in any court in a
civilized land. The members of the jury
were arraigned, the minority accusing the

The point near the centre of the track, marked "A," shows the spot where Lizzie Becker and Delia Mahon were

struck and killed by the "light" engine in charge of Engineer Birr, and also where Maria Drumm, Maggie Tracy and
Louis Tender, all car cleaners, received injuries in a similar manner, which may prove fatal. The engine was on

its way to the company's yard in One Hundred and Sixtieth street, and was backing up at the rate of twenty-five
miles an hour when the accident happened.

-!«. (Sketched by a Journal staff artist.)

Haven & Hartford Railroad Company, re¬

spectively.
A careful Investigation fails to show that

either the engineer or the fireman in
(charge of the engine was to blame.

THE DEAD.
Becker, Lizzie, thirty-six years old and

married, of No. 409 East Seventeenth
Street; killed Instantly.
SlahoD, Delia, forty-eight years old

and married, of No. 323 East Forty-eighth
street; died while being removed to the
Mott Haven Depot.

THE INJURED.
I>RUMM, MARIA, married, sixty-five

years old. of Park avenue and One Hun¬
dred and Twenty-fifth street; suffering
from shock and internal injuries; not ex¬

pected to live.
TRACY, MAGGIE, married, thirty-five

years old. of No. 1723 Third avenue; right
foot cut off, several bones broken; not ex¬

pected to live.
YENDER, LOUIS, thirty years old, mar¬

ried, of No. 449 West Forty-second street;
severe internal injuries; will probably re¬
cover.
The car-cleaning shops of the company

named are located at One Hundred and Six¬
tieth street and Park avenue, and it has.
been the custom for years, notwithstanding
the orders of the company, for the car
cleaners to walk along the tracks to the
shops from the Mott Haven Depot, at One
Hundred and Thirty-eighth street. Those
who live near the Grand Central Depot are
taken uptown on the 5:30 local to One Hun¬
dred and Thirty-eighth street, and at that
place the oar cleaners generally meet, and
walk in a body to their work. There were
^xine in the party yesterday morning.six
women and three men.
To reach the railroad shops the car clean¬

ers must either walk along the tracks or go
along Railroad avenue, which is a maze of
hills and valleys. Therefore the tracks
have been preferred.
Along that section the tracks present a

peculiar appearance. Since the building of
the new drawbridge across the \ Harlem
River the railroad officials have been build¬
ing a new track, the grade of which is
from ten to fifteen feet above the old one.
The westerly side of the railroad is bounded
by an almost continuous line of fences that
reach the rear of tenements that front on
Mott avenue and Ridge place. Below the
fences and reaching down to the track is
a narrow, uneven bank, which runs for
fully two miles. Then come the old trucks
which are in what is called the "cut." on
account of the raised embankment on the
easterly side, upon which the new tracks
are laid.
The party of car cleaners left the Mott

Haven Depot about G o'clock yesterday
morning, to cover their mile walk to the
shops. It was dark at the time, bat every
one of them had covered the ground so
often that they had no fear. They also
knew the time when every train was due
to pass.

THAT F^TAL CURVE.
At One Hundred and Forty-second street

there is a curve which shuts out a view
of the Mott Haven Depot, and the part}
had scarcely rounded it when Mrs. Becker
and Mrs. Mahan, who were in front, saw
the headlight of the Chatham express oi
the New York & Harlem Road about
100 yards ahead. It was south bound and
on their side of the track.
Both women screamed and sprang to

the other side of the track, their compan¬
ions doing likewise, and the next instant
the express sped past.
The noise of the express deadened all

other sounds, and that was why no one
paid any attention to the light engine
which was backing toward them at the

The engine Is coming back!' And sure
enough it was, but we got Yender out of the
way."
While the police were removing the

bodies Policeman Griffin had a narrow es¬
cape from being run down by passing
trains, and at one time escaped only by
climbing up the side of the bank.

BLAME THE ENGINEER.
Cleaners Mulligan, Duane and O'Mara, who

were in the party, tell the same story of the
accident, and insist that they saw no light
on the engine and that Birr neither rang the
bell nor blew the whistle.
Birr is married, and lives with his wife

and four children at No. 640 East One Hun¬
dred and Thirty-ninth street. He harried
home after the accident, but was unable to
partake of any breakfast. Then he hurried
back to the Mott Haven Depot to await
arrest, if the police so decided.
When Birr was questioned concerning the

accident he said it was no fault, of hte. He
never dreamed of any one being on the
track, as It was against the company's rule,
and he never saw the car cleaners until the
engiue was upon him. He had been con¬
cerned in two other wrecks, but they were
of a minor character.
Fireman Stevens, of No. 812 East One

Hundred and Forty-second street, said
that there was a light on the engine ten¬
der and that they used every precaution.
"We were running at a high rate of

speed," said he, "because we had to make
the roundhouse to avoid an express train
which was but two minutes behind us."
The body of Mrs. Ma lion was removed to

her home late in the afternoon. Her rela¬
tives stated that she had been in four
wrecks in which many lives had been lost,
but she had always escaped injury.
Mrs. Becker's body was claimed by her

son, Edward, late in the afternoon.
Policeman John McDonald, of the Sani¬

tary Squad, was on the train which took
the wounded to the Mott Haven Depot
and assisted in attending thein.

It was reported that Acting Inspector
McCullagh had ordered the arrest of Birr,
and that the latter had disappeared. This
was erroneous, as the unfortunate engineer
stated that he was ready to submit to ar¬
rest whenever wanted. The officials at the
Grand Central Depot, with the facts in the
case thus far obtained, do not hesitate to
absolve Birr from any negligence whatso¬
ever.

ONE REAL ESTATE AUCTION.

A $61,000 Foreclosure the Only Incident
of a Dull Market.

The auction market was dull yesterday.
The only sale held was by R. V. Harnett
& Co., in foreclosure proceedings, of Nos.
892 and 694 Second avenue, two flve-story
brick tenements, with four-story tenements
In the rear, lots respectively, 24.8J4xl32.4x
25xl36.5'/4 a"d 24.8Vixl36.5%x25xl39.7, to
the plaintiffs, Stanley W. and Annie B.
Dexter, for $61,000.
At private contract Mandelbaum & Lew-

ine have purchased No. 9 Crosby street, a
flve-story tenement, lot 25x100, for $24,000.
Erie Blamed for Lockwood's Death.
Coroner Fitzpatrick held an inquest yes¬

terday on the body of John S. Lockwood,
the Wall Street broker who was drowned
on December 28 while trying to board the
Erie ferryboat Susquehanna at Chambers
street. The jury returned a verdict censur
ing the company for negligence in failing
to place safeguards at the dangerous en¬
trance, Juror Herman Seelig gave a sepa¬
rate verdict, using the words "criminal neg¬
ligence."

majority and the majority accusing the
minority of being afraid to abide by their
oaths and to vote in a conscientious man¬
ner. On May 20, under protest from the
defendant, he was subjected to a new trial.
The press and even the pulpit was made
the platform of criticism of the jury. What
wonder, then, if the defendant appealed for
a change in locality In order to rid himself
of illegal criticism and to get a fair and
impartial trial V
"Your Honors will see that 260 pages are

taken up in my appeal book. In spite of
all diligence I could not gather together all
the evidence showing the state of feeling
against the defendant. Dr. I'arkhurst, one
of the leaders of the society which precipi¬
tated the trial, was quoted as saying that
the disagreement of the jury was some evi¬
dence of moral victory. He declared that
the public mind held the defendant guilty.
He upheld the jurors who had held out for
conviction.

COLONEL JAMBS REBUKED.
"On May 20 my client was hustled before

the Court of Oyer and Terminer."
At this point ex-Surrogate Daniel S. Rol¬

lins, especially employed for the People In
the case, asked:
"How about a waiver?"
"This District-Attorney had no right to

waive and compel the defendant to go to
trial two and a half hours thereafter," re¬

torted Colenel James. "My client was
forced before coercive proceedings and a
partial tribunal"
Here Chief Justice Van Brunt interrupted

the attorney. He said:
"We will have you understand that such

language will not be permitted In this court.
Your time has more than expired, any¬
how."
After a few more words Colonel James

submitted his case.

HE ABDUCTED HIS NEPHEW.

Now the Boy's Stepmother Seeks John
Cremin's Arrest.

Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 17..The local
police were askec! this morning to cause the
arrest of John Cremln, of Norwich, on the
charge of abduction.
A short time ago David Murphy died In

this city, leaving an estate worth several
thousand dollars. He left a wife by his
second marriage and a son thirteen years
old by his first. The latter is a sufferer
from hip disease, and Mr. Cremln, who is
his uncle, did not think the stepmother
would treat him considerately. The boy
is heir to his father's property, and his
stepmother refused to part with him.
Mr. < rtiuin came to this tit" yesterday
and he and the boy disappeared late in the
p.ftenioon. The police :it Norwich have
baen askid to apprehend the uncle.

James S. Thurston to Be Appointed.
Albauy, N. Y., Jan. 17..State Superinten¬

dent of Banking Kllburn announced to-day
that he had decided to appoint Colonel
James S. Thurston, of New York City, his
deputy, the appointment to go into effect
Monday, January 27. Colonel Thurston Is
to succeed Colonel Rodney R. Crowley.
The salary is $4,000 per annum. Colonel
Thurstou was deputy in the department
when A. B. Hepburn, of New York City,
was State Superintendent, and served in
^:he department in another capacity during
a portion of the term of ex-Superintendent
Payno.

GERMAN EMPIRE FETES.

Big Patriotic Festival in this City to Cele¬
brate the Founding of the

Close Union.

All German speaking residents 6t this
city and its vicinity are preparing to join
in the celebration of the twenty-fifth anni¬
versary of the birth of the German Empire.
The celebration will take place to-day, and
will be hearty and complete.
It was in Versailles, on January 18, 1871,

that William I. was proclaimed and
crowned first German Emperor.

T,,event, marking the culmination of Bis-1
marck's lifework of uniting into one corn-jpact political body the various kingdoms,
principalities and free cities of uermany
and the beginning of the most remarkable
and prosperous epoch in German history,
is the greatest of all modern guide posts
to all of German birth. It's silver anniver¬
sary will be celebrated in regal style at
Berlin to-day.

, ,Here in New York a series of festivities
has been arranged for, and for the time
being Germanla will supplant Columbia in
the enthusiasm and exuberance of German-
American citizens. The list of festivities
includes banquets and concerts, special per¬
formances and singing feasts, and outdoor
and indoor celebrations of all kinds that can
help to make the occasion memorable.
A great musical festival is to take place

at Carnegie Hall this evening. This is
being arranged by a committee consisting
of Carl Schurz, William Steinway, Jacob
H. Schiff, Oswald Ottendorfer, Gustav
Schwab, Hugo Wesendonk, Richard II.
Adams, Hubert Cillis, F. A. Ringler, Max
J. Lissauer, Julius Hoffmann and William
Vigelius. Musical Director Heinrich Zoell-
ner will present "Bel Sedan," the hrst
part of his opera, "In the Year 1870. The
solo parts will be sung by Miss Lillian
Blauvelt. Mrs. Elise Erdtmann, Plunkett
Greene, Carl Naeser, H6inrich Meyn, Hans
Seitz and Emil Senger. The male chorus
of the Llederkranz will also assist. \\ ag-
ner's "Kaisermarch" and recited prologue*
by Miss Ida Haar will precede the opera.
All who were formerly students in high

schools and academies in Germany are in¬
vited to attend a typical "kommers, or
festive gathering of students, in honor ot
the occasion, this evening. Those
who have not received direct invitations
are requested to address the secretary of
the Committee of Arrangements, Dr. E.
D. Buchmann, No. 306 West Thirty-third
street.
In Maennerchor Hall a varied programme

was enjoyed by a large gathering last
night. It included:
March, "Hoch Deutschland;" overture, "Light

Cavalry;" opening of the celebration by Presi¬
dent It. Mueller; "Deutschland, Deutschland
uber Alles," "Ihr Deutschen Brueder seit ge-
o-rueszt " "Deutsches Land in Sang una Klang,
"Slnd wir vereint zu guter Stunde; tableau,
"Germany's Greatest Hero;" address by George
von Skill. "Hurrah, Germanla; Battle, pot¬
pourri, arranged by A. Grover; tableau^ pro¬claiming the Empire at Versailles, 18il,
Deutschen furehten Gott allein, Kroeokler s
"Jubilee March;" tableau, "Barbarossa s

Awakening;" new "National Hymn, by G.
Kunoth; overture, "Flotte Burschen and Cav¬
alry Retreat."
In both German theatres the twenty-fifth

anniversary of the crowning of the first
German Emperor will be fitly celebrated
this evening. At the Irving 1 lace
Theatre the special performance will begin
with a living picture representing Anton
von Werner's famous painting, "The I rec¬
lamation of the Emperor at ^ ersailles.
This will be followed by the one-act play,
"The Iron Cross," written for the Royal
Theatre at Berlin by Ernst Wichert. An
orchestra of forty musicians, aided by sev¬
eral soloists, will then give an elaborate
concert, and the entertainment will con¬
clude with Kadelberg's military farce, 'In

CAt* the Germanla Theatre special per¬
formances will be given both afternoon and
evening. A stirring drama written for the
occasion by John Weimann will be pre¬
sented. It Is called "After Twenty Years;
or Fusilier Kutschke's Recollections." The
plav will be followed by the following liv¬
ing pictures; "Napoleon I. and Queen
Louise," "Battle of Grayelotte" "Wer
Krauchtdort In dem Busch Herum ; Capit-
ulatlon of Sedan," "Meeting of Bismarck
and Napoleon," "Germany's Fame and
Honor."

GAYNOR GAVE HER A CHANCE.

The Judge Reserved Decision Concerning
a Widow's Sole Property.

Mrs. Mary Burke, a middle-aged widow,
keeps "a livery stable" on Herkimer street,
Brooklyn. The establishment consists of a

horse and a coupe, which a relative drives
for her. She ran up a feed bill of $100 and
the dealer sued her for the money. The
case came before Judge Gaynor yesterday.
"I owe the money, Judge," she said, "but

it's hard to lose the little property I have.'
"Take the stand," said Judge Gaynor,

"and answer such questions as the lawyer
may ask."

, , ."But, God bless ye. Judge, what can a
poor, lone woman say?" she asked.
"Simply tell the truth," replied the Judge.
"I'll do so, Your Honor," replied the

widow, "and nothing but the truth, and it's
somethin' that somebody wont want to hear.
It's niauv a dollar that man made out of
me, In the four and twinty years that I've
been struggling along."
"What property have you? Judge Gaynor

Rskcd.'

"Nothing but a coupe, worth about $400,'
said the widow, "and I depend upon it for
me livin'. It's the only thing I have to sup¬
port me."
The counsel for the plaintiff asked for an

order to sell the coupe.
Mrs. Burke burst into tears. Raising her

hands she said, pleadingly: "For the love
of God, don't. Judge; don't deprive me of
my support. I am alone in the world and
haven't a soul to depend on. I'll give a
mortgage on the coupe and pay every penny
of the debt if I only get a chance. Give
me time, give me time; but don't take the
coupe away."
The moisture came to Judge Gaynor s

eyes as he listened to Mrs. Burke's plea, and
he postponed his decision.

NEARLY PUT A BOY'S EYE OUT.

Special Policeman Accused of Thrashing a

Youthful Annoyer.
Special Policeman Glassy, who is em¬

ployed at the Gayety Theatre, at Throop
avenue and Middleton street, Williams¬
burg, was taken before Justice Goetting
yesterday, in the Lee Avenue Police Court,
on a charge of assaulting eleven-year-old
Eddie Schoenkerr with a rattan. The boy
is now confined in the New \ork Hospital,
where he is said to be very ill from the
whipping.
Young Schoenkcrr's parents live at No.

21 West One Hundred and Twenty-first
street, this city. On the night of the al¬
leged assault, a week ago, he was visiting
his uncle, Edward Schoenkerr, at No. 384
Wallabout street, Williamsburg. He left
the house to play with some other boys in
front of the theatre. Special Policeman
Glassv chased the boys away several times,
and vouug Schoenkerr came back each time.
Glassy finally caught the boy, and, it is
alleged, thrashed him with the rattan and
struck him several times across the face.
It is one of these blows which has, per¬
haps destroyed the sight of the left eye.(?lassy denied striking the boy, and told
Justice" Goetting that lie had only pushed
him He said that young Schoenkerr and
a number of other boys were throwing
stones at him when he chased them. The
boy's' uncle told the Magistrate that he
had three witnesses to the assault. Glassy
furnished $500 ball for examination.

PHYSICIAN IN HOT WATER.

Alleged False Certificate About a Girl Who
Died of a Contagious Disease.

Bridgeport, Conn., Jan, 17. I here is con¬

siderable feeling here over the action of
Dr. Morgan, who yesterday filled out a

death certificate to the effect that Rose,
a four-year-old daughter of Henry Auger,
of No 05 Catharine street, had died of
pneumonia, when she really died of diph¬theria. The Health Officer after learning
the facts prevented a public funeral, to
hold which all the arrangements had been
made. The offence is punishable by a fine
of from $10 to $100.

To Choose a Site in Sexittle.
Washington, Jan. 17..A board of army

officers has been appointed to meet at
Seattle, Wash., for the purpose of making
a thorough examination of all the sites for
a military post and defences, proposed by
the citizens of Seattle, Wash., to be do¬
nated to the United States under the pro¬
visions of the last Sundry Civil bilL

TRUST IN MMfcw-
An Ironclad Agreement Be¬

tween the Coal Carrying
Roads Contemplated.

Meeting Called by the Presidents
Next Thursday to Ar¬

range Details.

J. P. MORGAN &. CO. FAVOR THE PLAN.

An Association Like Tnat of the Trunk
Lines Proposed, with Fixed Percent¬

ages of Production for Each
Railroad.

A movement Is underway for the forma¬
tion of an anthracite coal trust on the lines
of the recently organized railway rate
trust known as the Joint Traffic Association.
A call for a meeting of the anthracite coal
companies, signed by Presidents Samuel
Sloan, of the Lackawanna; J. Rogers Max¬
well, of the Jersey Central, and E. P. Wil¬
son, of the Lehigh Valley railroads, was
yesterday sent out to the presidents of the
various companies.
The meeting Is called for next Thurday,

and each president is requested to bring
with him the statistics of his road's coal
tonnage for 1895, as prepared by William W.
Ruley. The object of the meeting is to re¬
strict the coal production, which is averag¬
ing about 3,000,000 tons monthly, when the
needs of the market at present do not ex¬
ceed 3,500,000 tons. The side tracks are
now filled with coal-laden cars, waiting for
a market.
President Sloan, of the Lackawanna Rail¬

road, said yesterday that the meeting hadbeen called as usual at this time of the
year to consider the condition of the coaltrade. As the condition of the coal tradeIs unusual, extraordinary action may be ex¬pected at this meetiug.

PREVIOUS ATTEMPT TO COMBINE.
An effort was made at the midwinter

meeting of 1895 to establish an ironclad
combination of the coal roads, but I failed.
The companies, through their coal-sales
agents, new theoretically allot a percent¬age of the production to each company, but
no atention has ever been paid to thisstatement.
The scheme proposed last year was toappoint a central selling agency, each com¬

pany to share in the proceeds of the salesaccording to its fixed percentage, but Pres¬ident Harris, of the Reading, refused to
go into the scheme. His reason, it is said,was because the other roads would notgive him the proportion of 21 per cent thathe demanded. The scheme was dropped,and the coal trade has been demoralizedsince.
The Reading Railroad is now undergoingreorganization under the auspices of J. P.Morgan <fc Co., and as 90 per cent, of the

securities have already been deposited un¬
der the plan, the success of the rorganlza-tion is assurd, unless the minority securityholders resort to litigation to prevent the
speedy consummation of the plan. The
company will consequently be taken from
the hands of receivers within six months.

FAVORED BY MORGAN & CO.
J. P. Morgan & Co. favor an iron-clad

agreement between the coal roads. The
central selling agency has been tried andoperated succssfully by th bituminous coalcarrying companies of Ohio. It is not like¬ly, however, that the agreement betweenthe anthracite coalers will follow closelythe plan of the Ohio combination.

It will be built on the lines of the JointTraffic Association, which the counsel ofthirty-two railroads have decided to bewithin the letter of the State and Federalstatutes.
It is understood that the preliminarywork upon this new coal combine will bedone at the meeting next Thursday, andtemporary measures adopted to check theexcessive competition of th companis untilth agreement is perfected.
By that time the Reading will be out ofthe hands of the courts. A committee willprobably be appointed next Thursday totake the matter in charge.

ARE THEY FILIBUSTERS?
Report That a New Expedition, with Na¬

tional Guardsmen, Is Forming in
Brooklyn to Go to Cuba.

Reports have been circulated for the last
few days that the Cubans were organizing
a filibustering expedition in Brooklyn to
consist partly of members of the Twenty-third and the Forty-se.venth regiments of
the New York National Guard. Until yes¬
terday these rumors were so vague that
little attention was paid to them, but it
now appears that the Spanish authorities
have not only been informed on the subject,
but have taken action to thwart the con¬
templated expedition.
Several men called during the week at

Cuban headquarters, at No. 66 Broadway,
and said they desired to join the expedi¬tion, but, recognizing among them a de¬
tective employed by the Spanish Consul,the applican's were told that the Junta
were not en#.ting men, and that if an ex¬
pedition was oeing organized the promoters
were acting on their own responsibility.While the above facts were made publicyesterday something occurred in the pri¬
vate room of the Cuban Legation that
gives considerable color to the reportsregarding a contemplated expedition. A
Cuban was seated in the room who was
once a coadjutor of Marti, the father of
the revolution. He became very indignant
that any details should have been given
to the "press and vehemently scored Mr.
Smith, the press agent, for doing so.
The headquarters of the Junta were

crowded all day yesterday with Cubans who
were excited over the report from Wash¬
ington that Secretary of State Olney was
soon going to submit a plan to Congress to
assist the Cubans in buying the Island
from Spain, and, falling that, to practical¬
ly recognize them as belligerents.
The additional report that Campos was

going to resign and that in all probability
he would be replaced by General Camillo
Polavleha, was hailed as the best indica¬
tion of the beginning of the end by the
Cubans. Even the Spaniards seen yester¬
day seemed to have little hope.

REFUSED TO HONOR GEN. LEE.

The Virginia Legislature Declines to Ad¬
journ on His Birthday.

Richmond, Va., Jan. 17..The Virginia
House of Delegates to-day refused, by a
vote of 55 to 30, to adjourn on Monday,
the anniversary of the birth of General
Robert E. Lee. Sunday Is the General's
birthday, but Monday Is the day he will
be honored.
Those who opposed the resolution for

adjourning took the ground that the actual
day could be observed and that the Legis¬
lature could not afford to lose another day
of the session. It is contended, however,
that the Democrats will have to answer
on the stump this year for this mistake.
Miss Mildred, "'the oldest daughter of Gen¬
eral Lee, is in the city.
New Portruit for the Aldermanic

Chamber.
The Board of Aldermen yesterday re¬

ceived a life-sized crayon portrait of the
late William Sauer, a former President of
the Board, who lost his life in a run¬
away in Central Park in 1885. The por¬
trait was presented by Major George W.
Sauer, a;i uncle of the deceased, and will
be hung in the Aldermanic chamber.

A Piece of Music Free.
A piece of full-size sheet music, the cov¬

ers lithographed in colors, such as you
would usually pay 50 cents for, will be
given away free to-morrow with your Jour¬
nal. It will be "The Darktown Colored
Band," by Harry S. Miller, the author of
"The Cat Came Back." If you like a good
piece of bright, catchy music, order your
Sunday Journal to-daj-. ,

EATS OATS LIKE A HORSE.
Anna Perkins Neglected to Lay Up a Few

Bushels for a Rainy Day, and
Is Now Very Sick.

Cleveland, O., Jan. 17..Anna Perkins, an
eccentric female character in this city, of
advanced years and yet sprightly enough
to sell evening papers, is lying sick in her
rooms in the Bradley block, on Ontario
street.
The invalid is a pronounced "new wo¬

man" character, taking part In many of the
so-called reform movements. She often
lectures and has appeared on the public
platform within the past two months.
Anna Perkins's neighbors say that she has
been most persistent in refusing assistance
from them. She is a vegetarian of the
most pronounced type.
Her chief diet is oats, and she will not

eat anything that has been cooked. She
also has an antipathy for doctors and has
not seen a physician. She drinks neither
tea nor coffee, but finds hot water more to
her liking.
"Yes, I have been ill," Anna Perkins

said, "but I did not intend that anybody
should know it. No person would, either,
if I only had the precaution to have a few
pounds of oats in the h/iuse to eat. I hjive
written a book entitled 'A Strange Editor,'
but I have not put it on the market, as I
did not have the money to advertise it.
Business was very poor with me last Sum¬
mer and I did not make much."
For eight years Anna Perkins has sold

papers 011 the corner of the public square.
Of late she has been missing from her ac¬
customed place. She was found to-day.
Her cheerless room contains a small stove
with one lid, a trundle bed, a box and chair,
and the picture of a child graces the wall.
There is also a two by four table. It is
probable that the authorities will take care
of the woman.

HYPNOTIZED BY A JANITOR.

The Pretty West Indian Girl Could Not
Resist His Influence.

New Haven, Conn., Jan. 17..Charles
Davis, twenty-six years old, and janitor
for a Yale secret society, at No. 88 Wall

street, is in trouble of a peculiar nature.
His accuser is Gwendelyn Lyder. This girl
says that Davis has a strange influence over

her. Of late she has been stopping with
Davis's wife, at their house. She says that
some three months ago Davis hypnotized
her by mesmeric passes, made in the pres¬
ence of his wife. Although conscious of his
acts, the girl claims she was powerless to
resist. She made no disturbance over the
matter until recently, when she made the
complaint which has led to Davis's arrest.
Davis emphatically denies the charge, and

his wife believes in his innocence and ut¬
terly repudiates the girl's story. The Yale
society by whom he is employed also be¬
lieves in him, and has engaged counsel for
his defence. The case came up in the City
Court to-day and was continued until to¬
morrow. The girl meanwhile will be cared
for at the Middletown Industrial School.
Throe years ago Gwendelyn Lyder lived on

St. Kitt's Island, in the West Indies. Mrs.
J. D. Dayton, wife of Senator Dayton, was
visiting them and took a fancy to her, and
secured her mother's consent to bring her to
Connecticut. The mother was a widow
and was glad of the opportunity to have her
daughter secure a good place. The girl
stayed at Mrs. Dayton's house, acting as a
helper, until about a year ago, when, for
some unknown reason, she came to New
Haven.

IAN MACLAREN AGGRIEVED.

American Preachers Sued for Pirating
His Scottish Sketches.

Baltimore, Jan. 17..A suit, to which
three clergymen are parties and to which
considerable interest also attaches, owing
to the popularity of the writings of the
plaintiff, was filed in the United States Cir¬
cuit Court to-day.
The action Is brought by Rev. John Wat¬

son, of Liverpool, England, whose nom de
plume is "Ian Maclaren," and Dodd. Mead
& Co., of New York, publishers. The de¬
fendant is the Wharton & Barron Publish¬
ing Company, of this cif®r, the members of
which are the Rev. Henry M. Wharton, pas¬
tor of Brantly Baptist Tabernacle, and the
Rev. A. C. Barron.
The substance of the complaint is that

the local publishing company has pirated
the sketches of Scottish life, of which
"Ian Maclaren" is the author, and pub¬
lished them in cheap form without being
given the right to do so.

FOR MORE HARLEM DOCKS
Board Wants an Appropriation.City
Works Commissioner to Move to the

American Tract Building.
The Dock Department yesterday sub¬

mitted plans to the Sinking Fund Com¬
missioners for improvements on the west
side of the Harlem Kiver. Engineer
Greene wanted on appropriation of $67,000
to build wharves at Seventh avenue, at
the same time expressing an opinion that
there was a demand for them in that part
of the city. The plans further provided for
deep basins alongside of the proposedwharves. Property owners were presentto protest against the improvements. TheCommission laid the matter over.The Dock Commissioners also wanted tohave the limit placed on the amount of
money to De spent for other needed im¬
provements on the Harlem removed. Sometime ago the Sinking Fund Commissionersauthorized the Dock Board to spend$175,000 during the next five years forthis work. The dock people are of theopinion that the growth of that portion of *

the city during the next few years willdemand wharfage and other things thatwill require the expenditure of a largeramount than has been allowed them. Al¬derman Olcott thought the Dock Boardshould wait until the emergency confront¬ed them before asking for more money.In this view he was upheld by the othermembers of the Commission and the matterwent over.
Public Works Commissioner Collis thenpresented two resolutions, which werepassed. The first of these gave him per¬mission to remove the quarters of his re¬pair gangs from the basement of the CityHall to the old Elm street schoolhouse.The other resolution authorized and di¬rected the Comptroller to make a leasewith the agent of the American TractBuilding, at the corner of Spruce andNassau streets, for a period of five years,with the privilege of renewal, for officesfor the Department of Public Works, at

a rental not to exceed the rental and costof maintaining the present quarters at No.31 Chambers street. The Water Purveyorwill have offices in the basement on theSpruce street side, the Water Register onthe ground floor on the Nassau streetside, and the other offices will be on theseventeenth floor. This location was chosenby a committee of General Collis's sub¬ordinates, of which Water Register Colum¬bus O. Johnson was a mbmber. During theerection of the building one of Mr. John¬son's brothers was employed by the AtlasConstruction Company as an engineer. Mr.Johnson said Ills brother had no connectionwith the building any longer, and the factthat he had been employed there had noth¬ing to do with the choice of the com¬mittee.

ANTOINE RUPPANER'S WILL.
Barbara Eliensohn Says He Was Insana

When He Made It.
Barbara Eliensohn, of Buda-Pesth, Hun¬

gary, asked Justice Truax, in the SupremeCourt, yesterday, to set aside the CommonPleas confirmation of the probate of the
will of Dr. Antolne Ruppaner, who left$200,000 when he died on July 30, 1892, at
Concord, Mass. She is a sister of the testa¬tor and she swears that fraud was em¬ployed by certain lawyers to procure theconfirmation of the probate of the instru¬ment.
According to Mrs. Ellensohn's complaint,the notice of the proceedings for the con¬firmation, of the probate was served uponher by publication. As she couldn't readEnglish, she consulted Edward 1*. F. Ham¬mond, United States Consul at Buda-Pesth,and gave him a power of attorney, throughwhich Alfred A. Van Hovenberg of Pat-

erson. N. J., was made her legal adviser.Van Hovenberg, she alleges, agreed withthe attorneys of the other heirs that hewould not contest the confirmation of theprobate. Dr. Ruppaner. she says, executedhis will only two days before his death andsigned a codicil the next day. She swearshe was of unsound mind at the time..
F. W. Arnold, guardian ad litem of CarlHasselbach's two children, who are leg¬atees, opposed Mrs. Ellensohn's application.Lawyer Samuel D. Sewards, Mrs. Ellen¬

sohn's attorney, said the desired action,
would not disturb the children's interests.
"But you want to break the will?" said

Justice Truax.
"Yes, Your Honor, on the ground of the

mental Incapacity of the testator," Law¬
yer Sewards replied.
"Why, Dr. Ruppaner was perfectly

sane!" exclaimed Justice Truax. "I saw
him every day for five years. He was a
hard-headed, obstinate old man.that was
all."
"He mav have been sane when xour

Honor saw" him," retorted the lawyer, "but
he made his will the day before his death
and he might not have been sane then.
Justice Truax reserved decision.

Lord & [Taylor^
Grand Street Storey

Our great Annual Sale of ^
-

Muslins Continued,
Saturday, January i8th«

Fruitofthe Loom; 4.-4.;
in half piece lengths;

oVi Cents;
(regular price 8 l-2c.)

Bleached Muslin; 4-4;
heavier than Fruit ofthe Loom

6M Cents;
(regular price 8 l-2c.)

Bleached Muslin; 5-4;
extra heavy for Pillow Slips,

10 Cents.
Bleached Muslim

extra heavy;
6-4,12^c.; 8-4, 17c.; 9-4,19c.;
10-4, 21c.

Unbleached Muslin;
4.-4.; 5 Cents.
Unbleached Muslin;

Standard;
4-4, 6c.; 5-4, ioc.; 6-4, i2^c.;
8-4, 15c.; 9-4, 17c.; 10-4, 19c.

A full line of ready-made
Sheets& Pillow Slips;

Sheets; 63 x 90 35c.
72 x 90 39c.
81 x 90 43c.
90 x 90 47c.

Pillow Slips;
42 x 36 9c.
45 x 36 ioc.

50 x 36 iic.

54 x 36 i2%c.
Hemstitched Pillow Slips;

45 x 36;
12K Cents.

Spreads;
Full size;

% 79C.; (worth $1.)

The above prices being exceptional, and for the special
benefit and accommodation of the greatest possible number of
our retail customers requiring the goods for their own use, we

reserve the right to limit the quantity taken by any one

purchaser.

Open Until 10 o'clock Saturday Night.
Cor. Grand & Chrystie Streets.


